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heresy; and at Naples he was told by Manso, that, by his
declarations on religious questions, he had excluded him-
self from some distinctions which he should otherwise
have paid him. But such conduct, though it did not
5please, was yet sufficiently safe; and Milton stayed two
months more at Rome, and went on to Florence without
molestation.
From Florence he visited Lucca. He afterwards went to
Venice; and, having sent away a collection of music and
10 other books, travelled to Geneva, which he probably con-
sidered as the metropolis of orthodoxy.
Here he reposed as in a congenial element, and became
acquainted with John Diodati and Frederick Spanheim, two
learned professors of divinity. From Geneva he passed
15 through France; and came home, after an absence of a year
and three months.
At his return he heard of the death of his friend, Charles
Diodati; a man whom it is reasonable to suppose of great
merit, since he was thought by Milton worthy of a poem,
20 intituled c Epit^phium Damonis,' written with the common but
childish imitation of pastoral life.
He now hired a lodging at the house of one Russel, a
tailor in St. Bride's Churchyard, and undertook the educa-
tion of John and Edward Phillips, his sister's sons. Finding
25 his rooms too little, he took a house and garden in Alders-
gate Street, which was not then so much out of the world
as it is now, and chose his dwelling at the upper end of
a passage, that he might avoid the noise of the street. Here
he received more boys, to be boarded and instructed.
30 Let not our veneration for Milton forbid us to look with
some degree of merriment on great promises and small per-
formance, on the man who hastens home, because his
countrymen are contending for their liberty, and, when he